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JOHN GEE
Black Historical Center

A cultural and educational center to insure 
the preservation of tradition, culture, crafts, 
music and art of the African Americans in 
Southeastern Ohio and to educate our diverse 
people about African-American traditions and 
about the past and present contributions of 
African-Americans to this country.

Open Friday and Saturdays 10am - 3pm
(other hours by appointment)

P.O. Box 164, 48 Pine Street
Gallipolis, OH 45631

(740) 578-9692
info@johngeeblackhistory.com

www.JohnGeeBlackHistory.com

Historical Background
The John Gee African Methodist Episcopal Chapel was 
organized in 1818 by Barbara and John Gee; William and 
Eliza Napper; Leah Stewart; Nancy Belt; John Givens and 
Lorian Givens. For some years, this congregation met in a 
schoolhouse on Pine Street in Gallipolis. The first church 
structure was a modest house-like building that served 
them until 1866. At that time, a more ambitious structure 
was planned for a growing congregation.

John Gee, a skilled carpenter who built houses in Gallipolis, 
donated the land at 48 Pine Street for the first church 
edifice. During these times, Black Americans were usually 
buried in church cemeteries. But John Gee donated 4 acres 
of land at the end of Pine Street as a burial ground for the 
local black citizens.

Samuel Humphrey donated the lumber and a team of 
horses to move the materials. Henry and Thomas Bell 
furnished the materials and did the plastering. The masonry 
work was done by Alexander Woody, John Black, George 
Toney and Jesse Devine who were not members of the 
church.

In the fall of 1868, the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
was dedicated. Sometime in the 1880’s, the chapel was 
named for John Gee, it’s first great benefactor and one of 
the principal founders.

In June 1998, the member/trustees of the Chapel called 
an organizational meeting of people who had expressed 
an interest in preserving the Chapel. They called the new 
organization the John Gee Black Historical Center, Inc., a 
non-profit Center, with the following purposes:

1. To establish a cultural and educational center to 
ensure the preservation of tradition, culture, crafts, music 
and art of the Black Americans in Southeastern Ohio.

2. To educate our diverse people about Black Traditions 
and about the past and present contributions of 
Black Americans to this country with emphasis on 
Southeastern Ohio.

3. To sponsor programs and displays, such as lectures, 
crafts, storytelling, artifacts and other items of interest.

Please consider supporting the 
John Gee Black Historical Center 
through an annual membership and/
or donation. The John Gee Black 
Historical Center is a 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt, charitable organization.

Levels of Membership:
$20 Individual
$35 Family (Household)
$50 Churches/Non-profit Organization
$100 Corporation/Business

Securely donate online through
our website with PayPalTM

...or fill out the front and back of this 
tear off and mail with a check made 

out to:
John Gee Black Historical Center, Inc.

Name __________________________

Address __________________________

City/ST/Zip _________________________

Phone __________________________

Email __________________________



q $20 Individual

q $35 Family (Household)

q $50 Churches or

 Non-profit Organization

q $100 Corporation/Business

Visit Us To Find Out More About

EDUCATION DURING SEGREGATION
Did you know there were multiple colored 
schools in Gallia County?  See artifacts 
from the Lincoln Colored School and 
learn about education during segregation.  
View our exhibit that features documents 
and physical items from the Lincoln 
Colored School.  Come and see the class 
photos from many of these schools and 
maybe you might recognize someone you 
know?

THE EMANCIPATION CELEBRATION
The Emancipation Proclamation has 
been celebrated and observed in Gallia 
County, Ohio continuously since 1863.  
Gallia county has the oldest continuous 
emancipation celebration in the United 
States.

THE LAMBERT LANDS
Learn more about the Lambert Land 
Settlement here in Gallia County, Ohio. 

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
Find out about how the Underground 
Railroad was implemented here in 
southern Ohio.  Did you know that the 
John Gee AME Chapel was a stop 
along the Underground Railroad?

Securely donate online through
our website with PayPalTM

Complete the front and back of this 
tear off and mail with a check made 

out to:
John Gee Black Historical Center, Inc.

Mail your completed form to: 

John Gee Historical Center
P.O. Box 164

Gallipolis, OH 45631

MEMBERSHIP

In addition to my membership I have 
enclosed $__________ as a donation.

Please specify how you would like to 
receive the quarterly newsletter:
 q Email   q Direct Mail

q I am interested in volunteering at 
the Center.  Contact me for my 
availability

“It’s a great piece of our history” - Facebook review

EDUCATION
Black History Education at John Gee

For over 20 years, many local schools 
have visited the center for local Black 
History Education presentations and 
Tours.

John Gee BHC has hosted an Annual 
Black History Field Trip walking tour for 
6th grade students attending Washington 
Elementary for over 20 years.  
We make presentations on local Black 
History education and Slave Medicine 
to the nursing students of University of 
Rio Grande.  Several other local schools 
have come to the center for Black History 
educational presentations.

Contact us today to schedule your class! 

The Center is open to the public for 
research and to see exhibits that offer 
a visual picture of Gallia County and 
Southeastern Ohio Black History.

* Need a history field trip for your home 
schooled students? Contact us today! 

* In addition to elementary students we 
have made presentations on local Black 
History to University of Rio Grande 
Nursing Students, church groups, civic 
organizations, and others.

Check our website and Facebook page often for 
new programs and upcoming events!

PINE STREET COLORED CEMETARY
In 1868 John Gee himself donated 
4 acres of land as a burial place for 
colored citizens of Gallipolis. Visit us 
to find out more about those black 
historical leaders buried here, then 
walk or drive to the cemetery located 
near the Center.

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN
Learn about segregation in the Military 
and see artifacts of a local Tuskegee Pilot, 
Major Henry Norman

RELIGION
Did you know the Oldest Continuous 
Black Baptist Association in the United 
States started in Gallia County? Visit us 
to learn about the Providence Regular 
Missionary Baptist Association, Inc., 
formerly known as the Providence Anti-
Slavery Missionary Baptist Association 
and the churches it includes.


